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Commîssloners lor the Erection oî the Public Buildings.

JANUARY 1, 1890.

'SV^i. Brice,
ISAAC S. CaSSTN,
Maiilon îI. Dickinson,
Edwin h. Fiïler, ex officia,

Mavor.

Thomas É, Gaskill,
James R. Gates, ex officia.

Président Select Couucil.

Samuel C Perkixs, Président

JoiTN L. ITtle,

William I\[. Smitti, ex officia,
Président Coninion Council.

HiRAM Ml 1,1.EU,

IvICIlARI) PeLTZ,
WlLLIAlNI 8. StoKLEY,
William H. AVrigiit,

OFFICERS.
Président, Samuel C. Perkixs.

Secretanj,

Architects,

William B. Land.
Treasvrer, John Bardsley.

Soi icilor, Samuel Peliv,.

fTlie late John Mcx^rtiiur, Jr.

\ John Ord, Suocessor
Superinleiidcnt of Construction, W'si. C. ]\[cPiiersox,

STANDING COMMITTEES.
Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee consists of the Président, er-oj^c/o, witli

four nieinbeis of the Com mission, who rolate monthly in Ihe nlpha-
betical order of their nanies.

Heating and Ventilating.

Maiilon H. Dkkixsox, CJi7n.

IsAAC S. Cassix,
Hiram Miller.

Fit'.lng Dp and Furnishing Rooms.

John L. Hill, C/nn.

Richard Peltz,
Thomas E. Gaskill.

Elevators.

Richard Peltz, Chm.
IsAAC S. Cassin.
Thomas E. Gaskill.

Lightning Protection.

Président,
Architect,
Superixtendent.

Water Siipply.

Isaac s. Cassin, CJnn.

AVm. Brice,
Wm. s. Stokley.

Electric Lighting.

Président,
Architect,
Sui'ERINTENDENT.

Tower.

Samuel C. Perkins, Président, Clmirmav.
Isaac S. Cassin, AVilliam Brice.



PHILADELPHIA.
DIMENSIONS OR BUILDING.

Frora North tn South -iSC) ft. (i in.

Frorn East to West 470 It.

Area 4% acres.
Heio-ht of Main Tower .'i^T It. 3' ., in.

Width of Base UO (t.

Centre of Clock Face . .Sdl ft. ahove pavement
Diauieter of Clock Face -'> H.

Heiî4ht of Ui)per Balcony 'i'.iG ft.

Nuniber of Roonis in Buildiiifï 7-^0

Total Aniount of Floor-rooni is 1434 acres.

Heightofeach Centre Pavilion 202Tt. lu^-j in.
" corner Towers 1<>1 ft
" BasementStory iHft. o^^in.

Principal Story 38 ft. (> in.
" Second Story 35 It. 7 iii.

Third Storv,' Centre Pavilions 2(> ft. ('> in.

Third Story, Wings 2-t ft. 3 in.

Third Story, Cnrtnins 20ft..^in.
" Attic of Centre Pavilions l-'i ft.
" Attic of Corner Towers 13 ft. (5 in.
" Crowning Statue 37 ft.

'' Fijïures on Centre Dormers ]7ft.6in.
" Fiiiures on corner Derniers 12 It. 10 in

COMLPARAXIVK HEIGHXS
OF THE

Principal Buildings in the World.

Washington 3Ioniniient ^^^^ tt.

City Hall, Pluladelphia 547ft. 3Sin.
Cologne Cathedral '''^^

[[

Great Pvraniid •l'^"

Strasburg Cathedral 'l'>'^
[[

St. Petei's, Rome '^'^
u

St. Stei>hen's Cathedral, Vienna ^^
Salisbury Cathedral . . .^04^^
T»»rcacio of Creniona '^-'^

,^

Friburg Cathedral ^^^ [,

Amiens Cathedral '^^'^
^^

Church of St. Peter, Ilamburg 380^^

The Cathedral, Florence •^'•'
,

Hôtel de Ville, Brussels
f,!.^ u

Torre Asinelli, Bologna '^'^
,^

St. PauTs, London •'^•»0

Church of St. Isaac, St. Peter.-bmg 336

Catheilral, Frankfort on :\Iain =^-<\^

Bell Tower, St. Mark's, Venice ^-•>
,^

Hôtel des Invalides, Paris 310
^

U.S. Capitol, Washington ''^'^'^

1
Masonic Temple, Philadelphia 230



ARRANGEAIENT

-FOR

—

NTIN/EBERINO THE ROOMS-

The bnildinu's from the exterior on each of the four fronts,

exclusive of the centre and corner pavillons, ]M-esent a base-

ment story or <:roiind lloor, with three princi])al stories, the

upperniost one bein^ a rnansard story. Thèse stories, above

the basenient, are in portions divided by mezzanine or half-

stories, which are specially to be noticed froin the court-yard.

The centre and corner ])avilions rise above the adjacent

wings and curtains, with attic stories; the {;orner i)avilions

being occnpied by octagonal staireases.

IncludinLT the snb-l)a8enient and the mezzanine stories,

there are seven floors in the buildinir, the roojns in each tioor

being on the same level. To each of thèse floors an even

one Iiundred numbers hâve been assigned, connnencing at

the north entrance and fodowlng round the buildings to the

east, south, and west fronts, and returning to the north

entrance; twenty-live numbei's being assigned for each

quarter of the building. The rooms facing the streets will

hâve the even numbers, and those overlooking the court-

yard the odd numbers. 'i lie numbers in each onè hundred
will be assigned tothe rooms of corresponding numbers im-

mediately above and l)elow upon the other floors. Thus, for

example, rooms numbered 40, 140, 240, 340, 440, 540 and 640

will be immediately one over the other.



•^1- Dll^ECTOHV OF OFFICES -l^

ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED.
l)(iai'(l of Health

—

Cliief C-lerk,

Health Ollicer,
" " Honse Drainage Inspei-tors,

Milk Inspectore,
" " Nuisance Inspectoi'.s,
" " llegistration ofBirths, Deatlis and

]\Iai"nages, .

lioai'd of Révision of Taxes, ....
Clerk ofC()urt ofQuarter Sessions,

Commissioners—City
" Fairmonnt Paik,

New Public Buildings. .

Controller,

Courts—Conmion Pleas, No. 1, Rooni A,
No. ] , Rooui B, .

Xo. 2, Room C,

No. 2, Rooni D, .

" ' No. :5, Rooni E,

No. ;5, Room F, .

No. 4, Rooui G, .

No. 4, Rooni H, .

" Cîriiiiinal (T*]'incii)al) Court Rooni,
" (Jr]»lians' Coui't—Recoi'ds,
" Police Court Room,
" Sui)renie Court Room.
" " " Prothouotaiy,

Department of Public Safetv

—

lîoiler Inspectoi's,
'' " " Building liispectors,
" " " Citv Pro])ertv Bureau,
" *' " Détective Bureau,

Director,

Electrical Bureau,
" " *• Superintendent of l^olice.

Dej)artinent of Public Works— Director
" ' "

1 ligliway Bureau,
" " •' Survey i>ureau

Distiict Attorney
Grand Jury Room, .....
May or, ........
National Guard, Pa.— Head(|uartei-s, .

Police INIatron, ......
Register of Wills
Tax Otfice,

Tax Otiice— Delinquent Taxes,
Water Rents

Treasurer—City,



DiRECTORY OF OFFICES ON FiRST FlOOR.
Nos.

102 Receiver of Taxes, General Office.

104 " " CliiefClerk.

10() " " Private Office.

108 Assessors of Real Estate.

1 1 Delinquent Taxes.
112

u u

114 Water Rents.
11(5 " .'

128 Department Public Safety, Markets and City Property
Store Rooin.

130 Department Public Safety, Markets and City Property
General Office.

134 City Commissioners, Private Office.

13(3 " " General "

138 " " Clerks'

140 Citv Controller, Anditor's

142
111 a n " '•

146 •' " General " •

148 " " Private
1()2 Rey^isterofWills. Private

lf)2 A " " " State Appraiser.

1(U " " Depnty's Office.

160 " " Clerks'

168 " " Record Room.
170 " " Hearinsç "

Nos.

111 Board of Revision of Taxes, Private Rooni.

113 " " •' Board
115 *' " " General Clerks' Room.
119 " '' " Search
121 Ladies' Toilet Room.
127 Commissioners of Fairmount Park, Engineer and Su-

j)erintendent.

129 Commissi(jners of Fairmount Park, Board Room.
133 City Treasurer's Clerks' Room.
143 " " General and Private Office.



'Diagram of First Floor of thc J^(>w f ity Hall

'Phila5clphia.
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DlRECTORY OF OFFICES ON SeCOXD FlOOK.
Nos.

210 Departinent Public Works, Director's Private Room.
212 " " " Clerks' Room.
214 Mayor's Clerks' Room.
216 ' Réception "

218 " Private
2:)0 r)e})artineiit Pul)li(' Works, Licenses and Sewers.

232 " ' " ("hiefCom. Hi<ih\vays.

284 " '* Stieet Cleanin^r.

236 ' " " Hi<.ihway Com. Room.
240
242 " " " Boiler Inspector's Clerks.

244 Dept. l'ul). Woiks. Boilei' Inspector's Private Office.

246 Architectes Drauiilitinu' Room.Temporarv.
248 '• Private - ^'

254 Court ofCommon Pleas, Xo. 2, Room C.

262 f Temporary Ottices of the Commissioners for the Krec-

2()4\ tion oftlie New Public Buildings.

2(i6 Court of Common Pleas, No. 3, Room E.

280 " " •' No. 4,R<>om <;.

Nos.

213 Department of Pul)lic Safetv. Clerks.

215
217
219 " " " Director's l'rivate Room.
221 " " •• Director's Room.
225 "

. " ' Lieut's Hearin.i:' Room.
227 " '•

'• Supt. of Police Clerks.

229 " '' " " " Private.

243 ('ourt of(\)mmon Pleas, No. 1. Room B.

253 '• " '• No. 2. Rocmi D.

275 " *'
•' No. 3, Room F.

285 " " " No. 4, Room H.

Note.—Roonis Nos. 230 to 24.s inclusive iv.e now in use temporarily.
Nos. 230 to 212 liiivini;- been allotted to the permanent ottices of tlie Pro-
thonotary iA' tlie Courts of Conunou Pleas, and Room No. 2 Jd to tlie

Court of Common Pleas, No. 1, Room A.



'Diagram o(Vk\*ouOFlooi-of tbc Xcw C'ity -Hall

'Pbilcièolphui.
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A Stuircascs. C VeiiUJatiny Shafts.

B Elevators. D Public loilet rooins.
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DiRECTORY OF OFFICES ON ThIRD FlooK.
Nos.

310 Mayor's Office Store Rooni.
312 Survey Bureau '' "

316
318

Nos.

313 Building Inspectors.

315
317 Boiler
319
321 Departuient of Public Safety Police Station Supplies,

325 " " " Large Store Koom.
327 " " "

Store Room.



'J)uujfaiii ofrhivOFloorof thc Xcvv C'ih' -Hall

ThiUièclpina.

N o r t k

S o II t h. F' r o 11

1

IST o "r k: .

A Stf/ncd.'it's. C -_ VeniHa(iii<i -^liafts.

B Elevators. D PublicToiUH rouint^.
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DiRECTORY OF Ot^FICES ON FoURTH FlOOR.
Nos.

406 Board of Highway Supervisors' Draughting Room.
410 Registrar Survey Department City Plans
412 Registry Bureau
416 ' " Assistant Engineer
418 " " Chief Engineer Sewers, Etc,

420 Board of Surveys Comniittee Room
450 Suprême Court Justices' Consultation Room,
452 " " " ToiletRoom.
454 " " Room.
456 " " Prothonotary's Office.

458
460 " " " "

468 Law Eihrarv.
476
480



'Duigrain ofFouvlh Floor of thc New City tlcUl

î^l)Uac)olpbia.

N' o r t h
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DlRECTORY OF OFFICES OX FiFTFÎ FlOOI;
Nos.

530 Orphans' Court Record Kooms.
582
534 " "

586
556 Suprême Court
558
560 " " " '•

Nos.

513 Eoard of Health :\Iilk Ins]^ector.

515 " " Ke^istration Bureau.
517 '•

" '

'•

529 Détective Bureau.
531
533
535
537



^Diaarain of Fifth Floor of tbc Xow (^'itv Hall

l-^biUi^clpbia.
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DlKECTORY OF OFFICES ON SiXTH FlOOR.
Nos.

(ilO Roard of Health, Chief (^lerk.

612 " " C^lerks' Room.
616 " " Bi>ard Room.
618 Electrical Bureau, Chief's Priv. Room.
620

'•' " Clerks' Room.
626 " " 0|)eratin<2; Room.
()2S

" " Ins{:)ect()rs' Room.
630 Dept. Pub. Safetv, Reserves Roll Room.
6;U " " ''

Sittiiii:
"

636 •• " " Toilet "

(J40 to 688 Criminal Courts and Offices.

646 Criminal Court Room.
650 Counsel's Conversation Room.
6)54 Criminal ('ourt Room.
()76

682 Offices of District Attornev.
684 " " "

()S8
" " "

Nos.

613 Board of Health, Inspectors of House Drainaue.
615 Board of Health, Health Officer.

617 " " Inspec. of Nuisances.
621 l^)lice ?.iauistrates' Private Room.
625 •'

'
" Court Room.

627 " " AV^itness' Room.
620 Police Captains' Room.
631 Lieut. Reserves" "

633 Sei-^t.

635 Matron's
637
639 Turnkey and Surueon of Police.

643 Police Prisonei-s' Cell Room.
653 Court Prisoners' Détention Room.
657 Turnkey's Room.
659 Officei'V Room.
mi
663 Witness' Room.
665
6()7

675 Grand .lury Room.
677 Offices of the C'ierk of Quarter Se.ssions.

681
685

687



'i)iaciram otV)i.\ib Flooroftho New City i-IcUl

'Pl)ila()olphia.

N o p + h
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AN A C T

FOR THK

EFeetion oî the Publie Ëaildings.

An Act to provide for the érection of <ill tlie Puljlic, Buildings

required to accommodate tJte Courts, anel for ail Manicipal

purposes, in the City of PJiiladelphia, and to require the

appropriation by said City, of Foin Squares, at Brood and

Market Streets, to the Acadewy of Fine Arts, the Acaderny

of Natured Sciences, the Franklin Fnstitute, and tlie Phila-

ddphia Library, in the event of the said Scquares not beiny

selected by a vote of the pt'oplr, as the site for the Public

Buildings for said cify.

Section 1. Be it Enacted l)y tlie Seimte and House of

Représentatives of the Goiiiinonvvealth of Pennsylvania, in

General Assembly met, and it is liereby enacted by the

anthority of the sanie: That Théodore Cuyler, John Rke,

Samuel C. Perkins, John Price Wetiie]!Ill, Lewis C.

Cassidy, Henry M. Phillips, William L. Stokks, William

Devine, the ^Iayor oftiie City of Piiiladelimiia, and the

Présidents of Select and Common Councils, for the liine

being, are constitnted Goinmissioners for the érection of the

Pnblic Bnildings reqnired to accommodate the Courts, and
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for ail Municipal purposes, in the City of Philadelphia, who
shall orçanize within thirty days, procure such plans for the

said buildings adapted to either of said sites hereinafter

named, as in their judgnient may be needful ; appoint of

of their own number, a Président, and from other than tbeir

own number, a Secretary, Treasurer, Solicitor, a compétent

Architect and assistants, and other employées ; fix the com-

pensation of each person employed by them, and do ail othei-

acts necessary in their judgment to carry ont the intent of

this act in relation to said Public Buildings; fill any vacan-

cies whicb may happen by death, résignation, or otherwise,

and if in the judgment of said Commission, they shall deem
it advisable to increase their number, they may, by a vote oi'

a majority of their whole number, increase said Commission

from time to time to any number not exceeding thirteen.

The said Commissioners are hereby authorized and directed

to locate said buildings on either Washington Square or Penn
Square, as may be determined by a vote of the legally quali-

fied voters of the City of Philadelphia, at the next gênerai

élection in October, one thousand eight hundred and seventy,

and the SherifF shall issue his proclamation, and the City

Commissioners and other proper officers of said City, shall

provide ail things that may be needful to enable the voters

to décide by ballot, their choice of a site for said Public

Buildings, and the Eeturn Clerks shall certify to the Pro-

thonotary, the resuit of said élection in the usual form

required for other élections. And as soon as said choice is

determined by a vote of the people, as provided in this act,

the said Commissioners shall, within thirty days thereafter,

advertise for proposais, and make ail needful contracts for

the construction of said buildings, as soon thereafter as may
be found practicable, whicli contracts shall be valid and

binding in law upon the City, and upon the Contractors,

when approved by a majority of the said Board of Commis-

sioners; and the said Commissioners shall make réquisition

on the Councils of said City, prior to the first day of December
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in each year, for the amount of luoney required by theni for

the purposes of the ComDiission for tlie succeeding year, and

said Councils sball levy a spécial tax, siifficient to raise the

amoiint so required. Provkled, That said Councils niay at

any time make appropriations out of the annual tax in aid

ofthe purposes ot this act. And provided fnrther, That ihe

amount to be expended by said Commissioners sball be

strictly limited to the suni required to satisfy tbeir contracts

f<»r the érection of said buildings, and for the proper and

conii)lcte furnishing thereof ; and as soon as any part of said

buildings may be conipleted and furnished ready for occu-

pancy, they shall be occupied ])y the Courts, or such branch

of the Municii)al Governruent as they are intended for by

said Commissioners; and upon the completion of a sufhcient

portion of said buildings to accommodate the Courts and

Munici|)al Officers, the buildings now occupied by theni re-

spectively shall be vacated and removed, and upon the entire

completion ofthe new buildings, ail the présent buildings on

Independence Square, except Independence Hall, shall be

removed, and the ground placed in good condition by said

Commission as part of their duty underthis act, the expense

of which shall be paid out of their gênerai fund provided by

this act, and tliereui)on the said Independence Square shall

be and remain a public walk and green forever.

A nd be itfurther provided, Tliat in the event of Washington

Square being selected by a majority of votes as the loca-

tion for the said Public Buildings, then and in that event,

the Councils of the City of Philadelphia are hereby author-

ized, empowered and required toset apart for and convey by

proper deeds or grants of conveyance, or by proper assurances

of the right to occupy said squares, which the May or of

the City of Philadelphia shall dnly sign and exécute under

the seal of said City, the four S(iuares of ground, known as

Penn Squares, located at the intersection of P>road and ÎNhirket

Streets, in the City of Philadelphia, as laid down on the

présent map of said City, one to each of the following insti-
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tutions : tlie Acadeiiiy of Fine Arts, the Acacleniy of Natural

Sciences, tlie Franklin Institute, and the Philadeli)lna

Fihrary, for the piirpose of all(jwin<r tbem to erect thereon,

ornaniental and snitable buildinj^s for tbeir res})ective insti-

tutions, ïlie location of sncb buildings and tbe })lans tliereof

to be ai)}>roved by the Conimissioners appointed under this

act, and their successors in office, together with the tinie of

érection, and ail other matters appertaining; thereto: Frovi-

deO, Jioirerer, That ail expenses connected with said convey-

ances, i)lans and other information requisite for the said

Connnission to bave, shall be i)aid by the institutions respect-

ively. In the event of the ultiniate sélection of Penn Squares

as the site for said Public Buildings, the said Commission

shall liave authority and they are hereby empowered to

vacate so nuich of ^larketand of Broad Streets, as they may
deem needfnl ; Providcd, lioivever. That the streets passing

around said buildings, shall not be of less width than one

hundred feet. It shall be the duty of the Mayor, the City

Controller. City Commissioners, and City Treasurer, and ail

other oificers of the City, and also the duty of the Councils

of the City of Philadeli)hia, to do and i)erform ail such acts

in aid and promotion of the intent and purpose of this Act

of Assend)ly, as said Commission may irom time to time

require. AU laws and parts of lavvs restricting the uses and
purposes of said Squares, or any of them, that may be in

contlict v.ith the intention and purpose of this act, be and

the same are hereby repealed.

B. B. STRANG,
Speaker of the House of Représentative^^.

CHARLFS H. STIXSOX,
Speaker of Iht Seiiate.

Approvecl the fifth day of August, Anno Domini one

thousand eight luuidred and seventy.

JOHX W. CEARY.



SUN/[]V[ARY
()F J.KGISLATIVE AXD MUXICIPAL ACriOX RKLA-

TTXG TO THE WORK, AVITII A BUIKF
HISTOLIY OF EVENTS PER-

TAIXIXG THERETO.

The earliest moveLiient.s relatiiiL:; to the présent niider-

taking C(jnsiste(l in tbe passade of an ordinance by the City

Conncils. appnjved Decemberol, LSfiS, providini;' for the érec-

tion of iMnnicii)al Buildings on Independence 8(inare, and
designating Comniissioners to carry the same into effect.

The first meeting of tlie C<Mnniission was held in the Select

Council Ghaniber, Jannary 7, ISC»'.).

Architectural designs were advertised for on the ôth of

xApril, bSG9, and on the Ist of Sei)teniber following, })lansand

drawings had been received fruni seventeen (bllei'ent archi-

tects.

At a meeting of the Commissioners, lield Sei)tember 27,

bSGl), the first premium was awarded to John McArthnr, Jr.,

architect of this city, and on the 27th of the following

December, Mr. McArthur was appointed Architect of the

work, and pro{)osals for labor and materials were ordered to

be advertised for.

Contracts were awarded on the Kith of January, 1870, and
arrangements made for commencing tlie work.

A strong opposition to Indej)endence Square, as the site

for the Municit)al Buildings, had existed in the public mind
from the earliest m<)vements in that direction, and as the

Commission proceeded witli their préparations for carrying

ont the i)rovisions of the ordinance under which they were
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acting, the opposition became daily more intensifiée!, nntil it

ciilminated in the passage of a law by the Législature of the

State, ai)proved Augiist 5, 1870, provi(nng for the érection of

the Public Biuldings, eitlier on Washington Square or on

Penn Sc[uare, as the legally qualilied voters of the City of

Philadeli)hia niight détermine, at the gênerai élection to be

held in October, 1870. The élection resnlted, ont of a total

of 84,450 votes, in a majority of above 18,800 in favor of the

site on Penn Square, which finally disposed of the question.

The i)assage of this law rendered the municipal ordinance of

no efiect, and relieved the Conmiissioners acting under it, of

further duties.

The fiist meeting of the Commissioners, under the new

law, was held on the 27th of August, 1870, at the Mayor's

Office. A temporary organization was efiected by the élection

of the jNTayor, Daniel M. Fox, as Président, and Eugène G.

W'oodwai'd, Secretary.

September 15, 1870, John McArthur, .Tr., was elected Archi-

tect of the work.

October 4, 1870, a permanent organization was made, and

J(jhn Rice was elected Président, Charles H. Koberts, Secre-

tary, and Charles H. T. Collis, S(»licitor.

The removal of the iron railings which inclosed the foin-

squares on Broad and Market Streets, was commenced on

the 27th of January 1871, aud this may proj^erly be consid-

ered as the date of the actual beginning of the work ; and

August 10, 1871, the gnmnd was formally broken by tlie

Président of the Commission.

October 12, 1871, Francis De Haes Janvier was elected

Secretary, in i^lace of 'Slv. Roberts, resigned. and John Sun-

derland was elected Superintendent.

April 7, 1872. the original plan for one building on the

intersection of Broad and Market Streets, instead of four

buildings, divided by thèse streets, was finally resolved upon.
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The first stone waslaid on the 12th of August, 1872, in the

Southwest angle of the fonndations by the Président.

On the 17th of April, 1872, Mr. Rice resigned as Président

of the Commissioners, and Samuel G. Perkins was eleeted in

his place, and lias held the othce continuously ever since.

The contract for the granité basement was awarded Noveni-

ber 19, 1872, for |ôl5,500 ; and work was eommenced at the

buildings, under the contract, INTarcli 24, 1873. The contract

for the marble work of the snî)erstructure was awarded on

the 7th of October, 1873, for 8r>,300,(l00
; and the lirst block

set at the southern entrance, July 3, 1874.

The corner-stone was laid in the Northeast angle of the

Tower, July 4, 1874, with Masonic cérémonies, by the R. W.
Grand iMaster of F. and A. M. of Pennsylvania; and the

last block of marble was set in jilace INIay 7, 1887, on the

Tower at the Southwest angle, 33>7 feet 4.] inches from the

ground.

Xovember 4, 1873, Wm. G. jMcPlierson was electcd Sujier-

intendent, and entered upon his dnties Xovember 10, 1873,

and lias been continued in othce ever since.

December 2, 1884, Ghas. II. T. Gollis resigned his position

as Solicitor to the Gommissioners; and Samuel Peltz, was on

the same date, eleeted to fill the vacancy.

.lanuary 5, 1885, Francis l>e Ilaes Janvier, Secretary. died ;

and on February 'A, 188Ô, AVm. l). Land was eleeted to lill the

vacancy caused by the death of ]Mr. Janvier.

January 8, 18!)0, ,lohn McArthur, Jr., the Architect, died.

January 15, 1890, John Ord was eleeted Architect, and en-

tered upon his duties February 1, 1890.

The appro})riations, by Gouncils for the prosecution of the

work hâve been to January 1, 1890, S 12,891,609.88.
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Descriptioi] of tl]e Buildings.

THE EXTERIOR.

A tendency exists in the public niind to seek to classify

every considérable architectural desi.ûm, nnder the head of

some " order" or "style ;" bnt modei'n (renias and taste deal

so largely in original adaptations of classic, and other fornis,

that \ve often lind no small difficulty in deciding under
which, if any, of the heretofore established orders or styles

many of the niost important structures of the présent day
can proi)erly be classed.

The architecture of the New Public Buildings is ()f tins

character. It is essentially modem in its leading features,

and présents a rich example of what is known by the generic

term of the '• Renaissance," moditied and adopted to the

varied and extensive requirements of a great American
municijmlity.

It isdesiiined in the spiritof French art, while, atthe same
time, its adaptation of that Horid and tasteful manner of

building, is free from servile imitation, either in ornamenta-

tion or in the ordonnance of its détails.

This immense ai'chitectural pile is located on the intersec-

tion of Broad and ]\farket Streets, in tlie Cityof Philadel])hia.

It covers, exclusive of the court-yard, an ai'ea of nearly 40

acres, and consists of one building, surrounding an interior

coui-t-yard, The north and south fronts measure 470 feet,

and the east and west fronts 486.] feet in their extrême
length.
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The four fronts are similar in design. In the centre of

eaoh, an entrance pavilion of 90 feet in width, rises to the

height of 202 feet lO-] inches. having receding wings of 128

feet élévation. Tlie fronts terminate at the four corners with

towers or pavillons of 51 feet square, and 161 feet high.

The whole exterior is bold and etiective in outline, and

rich in détail, being elaborated with highly ornate columns,

l^ilasters, pediments, cornices, enriched Windows, and other

appropriate adornments.

Archways of 18 feet in width by 36 feet in height, opening

throngh each of the four central pavillons, constitute the four

principal entrances, and at the sanie time afibrd passages for

pedestrians up and clown Broad and ]Market Streets, directly

throngh the buildings.

The basement story is 18 feet o;t inches in height, and

stands entirely above the line of the pavement. Its exterior

is of fine white granité, of massive proportions, forming a

iitting base for the vast superstructure it suj)poits.

The exterior of the building, above the basement, embraces

a principal story of 33 feet 6 inches, a second story of 35 ieet

7 inches, and a third story in the centre i)avilions of 26 feet

6 inches, with an attic over the central i')avilions of 15 feet,

and over the corner pavillons of 13 feet 6 inches, ail of

white marble, from the Lee Quarries, in Berkshire County,

INIassachusetts, wronght, in ail its adornments, in forms of

exquisite beauty, expressing American ideas, and developing

American genius. Ihe small rooms opening upon the court-

yard are each sub-divided in height into two stories.

In the centre of the gnjup a court-yard of 200 feet square

affords light and air to ail the adjacent portions of the build-

ing. From the north side of this space rises a grand tower,

which will gracefully adoi-n the Public Buildings, and at the

same time will be a crowning feature of the city, from what-

ever point it may be approached, as Saint Peter's is of Rome,

and Saint Paul's is of London. The foundations of this

tower are laid on a bed of solid concrète, 100 feet square
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8 feet inehes thick, at tbe depth of 2o feet (> inehes below

tbe surface of the grouiul ; and its walls, whic-li at tlie base

are 22 feet in tbickness, are buiU- of dressed (Umension

stones, wei^'bing froni 2 to 5 tons eacb.

Tliis tower, wbicb is so deeply and so stron^ly founded, is

90 feet square at tbe base, faUinu oll' at eacb story, until it

beconies, at tbe si)ring of tbe donie, an octagon of 50 feet in

dianieter. A statue (jf tbe founder of Pennsylvania, 37 feet

in beiiibt, will crovvn tbe structui'e, and complète tbe extra-

ordinary abitude of 547 feet iv. incbes, niaking it tbe bigbest

tower in tbe world ; wbile at tbe same finie it possesses tbe

éléments of firniness and stabibty, in a bigber degree tban

any icnown structure of a like cbaracter.

THE INTERIOR.

Tbe entire structure will contain over 750 rooms, giving

convenient, and stately j^rovision for tbe accommodation of
" tbe Courts, and for ail i\lunici])al purposes in tbe City of

Pbiladelpbia," including a vast amount of surplus room for

use in tbe classification and préservation of tbe arcbives of

tbe city, for storage, and for increased accommodations,

wbicb will undoubtedly be i-equired from time to time by
tbe natural increase of tbe public business, and tbe accunui-

lation of tbe ])ublic records.

Every room in tbe building will be well ligbted, warnied,

and ventilated, upon a tborougb, effective, and ai)pr'oved

System, and every part of tbe structure will be absolutely

fireproof.

Tbe several stories are approacbed by ten large elevators,

located at tbe intersections of tbe leading corridors, so as to

facilitate tbe intercourse of citizens witb tbe |)ublic offices,

courts, and otber brandies of tbe government. In addition

to tbese means of approacb tbere are large and convenient

stairways in tbe four corner buildings, and a grand staircase

in eacb of tbe centre pavillons on tbe nortli, soutli, and east

fronts.







LIBRflRY OF CONGRESS

014 314 845 2


